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as the activity of certain portions of the brain. Specific physico-chemical reactions of nerve-tissue are an invariable aspect of all forms of consciousness. I propose, indeed, to show later that these specific reactions actually are consciousness, in precisely the same way that the specific reactions of protoplasm actually are life. In neither case is there a separate existence or entity; though our own outlook is so intensely central and interested, as to make the fundamental unity somewhat difficult to perceive.
We must leave the formal proof of this doctrine to Chapter VI. For the present we note it only for the purpose of identifying the moment of entry of consciousness into the course of evolution. It appeared when nervous tissue first appeared. And since even the elementary amoeba possesses throughout its body the rudiments of nervous function, we must suppose that the rudiments of consciousness date right back to the earliest phases of animal life. It would, indeed, be difficult to harbour any alternative hypothesis. Evolution presents an unbroken chain from pre-Protozoan life down to Man. Throughout that period the germ-plasm has retained its individual material continuity. There has never been a new germ-plasm through all those ages of evolution; it is the same old individual germ-plasm changing its chemical constitution. There is no point of evolution at which we can conceive the entry of a totally new thing. The rudiments, the potentiality, of consciousness were present from the start.
The conclusions of the last two chapters may be summed up in a few lines. The final and, as far as we can tell, unchangeable units of existence are the electrons. They are not matter, they are not energy; but from them both matter and energy are born. The electrons combine together in a number of different ways, and we get a corresponding variety of atoms. The atoms combine, and we get molecules. Some of these molecules contain vast numbers of atoms. These complex entities combine again to form the still more